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Fourth LRI Members’ Workshop Summary
The 2002 LRI workshop, which was inaugurated by Mike Buzzacott, VP of BP Chemicals, gathered over 95 scientists, industry people - including representatives of the ACC, JCIA and Cefic, and members of the European Commission Joint Research Centre (JRC), DG Research & DG Environment) and independent organisations. It was a successful event, providing members with the opportunity to discuss progress made in the different research areas sponsored by LRI, their relevance for industry and their utility in the regulatory context.

The event started with a review of the different programmes by the industry science leaders, followed immediately by an external reviewer’s assessment of the programmes’ accomplishments. Overall, evaluators which included Peter Calow of the EU advisory committee on Science, Toxicology, Ecotoxicology and the Environment (CSTEE ) , Kees van Leeuwen of JRC, Bo Jansson of the CSTEE and Alex Zehnder, Chair of LRI’s External Science Advisory Board (ESAP), were positive about the LRI programme, which they say has been successful in addressing key global issues and involving multiple stakeholders. 

The morning of the second day was a review of specific projects illustrating the quality, scope and relevance of the research programme in the human health and environmental areas, both of which included endocrine disruptor research. Environmental research projects included investigation of the relationships between persistence, bioaccumulation potential and effects in waters, sediments and soils; new strategies for risk management of chemicals; ecological risk modelling programmes; soil and sediment toxicity testing methodologies; endocrine disruption in the marine environment and natural variability in endocrine functions of fish species in response to varying chemical exposures.

The Human Health session included a presentation on the development of criteria for threshold genotoxins; identification of structure activity relationship (SAR) alerts for substances with low NOELs; a Chemicals and Pregnancy Study aimed at determining whether risk of infertility in men is related to occupational or environmental exposure to chemicals; an epidemiological study of endocrine disruptors and health, which shows a possible association between maternal smoking and the risk for testicular cancer in the offspring;  the development of a rat IgE test for the identification of respiratory allergens; and CEMAS, a database of European exposure measurements. 

The afternoon plenary session dealt with potential future drivers of the LRI programme. First, Andreas Kortenkamp, (London School of Pharmacy) described a cluster of new EU research projects on endocrine disruption. The objectives of PINCHE, an EU programme for children’s health, were then put forth by Peter Van Den Hazel (Dutch Association of Environmental Medicine), followed by an analysis of the LRI research portfolio within the context of developing EU chemical policy needs by Wim Jetten (Dow). Finally, Tuomo Karjalainen (European Commission DG Research) described opportunities for supporting research in endocrine disruption under the 6th Framework Programme. 
Speakers from the afternoon session were then joined by the project team leaders and selected ESAP members for a panel discussion on future drivers for LRI research. 
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