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2 A 2 steps introduction

a) Factual

Belgian priorities

. BE

. ENV

. ENV & Health

b) Controversial

A personal view on „Science & Policy‟
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3 Overall priorities of the BE - Presidency

. Sustainable growth and competitiveness

. Stimulate social progress

. Transition to a green economy

. European Space  of Liberty, Security and Justice

. An attractive EU being a strong player for peace and 

security 

Ensure a full implementation of the Lisbon Treaty:

Speak behind one EU nameplate
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4 Environmental priorities of the BE - Presidency

1. Climate Change

2. Biodiversity
14/12: closing Ceremony of the International Year of 

Biodiversity 2010: how to better communicate the 

socioeconomic value of biodiversity

3. Sustainable Materials Management

4. Better Instruments for Environmental Governance
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3. Sustainable Materials Management

. Informal Environment Council : 12-13 July

. Legislative Work:

Recast RoHS Directive /Recast WEEE Directive

Biocides Regulation (Revision of the Directive)

Batteries Directive (Revision)

Soil Directive

. Non-legislative Work : 

Council Conclusions 

« SMM and sustainable production and consumption:

a key contribution to a resource-efficient Europe”
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4. Better Instruments for Environmental Governance

Non-legislative Work:

. Council Conclusions including initial orientation for the 

7th EAP (+ 2d Environment/Health Plan)

. Conference on a future 7th Environment Action 

Programme:  25-26 November

How to integrate environmental concerns into other 

policies and ensure that the instruments for 

environmental policy (economic, legal, evaluation, 

information instruments) serve that shift to new SCP 

patterns
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Env/Health priorities of the BE - Presidency

BE Federal Minister for Environment commissioned a 
reflection document: “The EU EHAP – Assessment and 
Outlook for Future Action”  which gives:

. an assessment of the current Action Plan in terms of 
consistency on priority themes, institutional support, 
perceived "added value", and limitations

. the current political context and the opportunities
over the next five years to better integrate environment 
and health in Community policies

. options for the format, mechanisms and themes of a 
second EHAP, as well as necessary actions
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Env/Health priorities of the BE – Presidency (2)

5 special events: conclusions used to back up EU Council 

decisions regarding the preparation of a 2nd EU EHAP

1. A regulatory framework for the traceability of

nanomaterials

2. Product policy and indoor air quality

3. Indoor air quality in different living settings

4. Environmental Health and Social Vulnerability

5. From human biomonitoring to policy: a lasting

connection between health and environment
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Env/Health priorities of the BE – Presidency (2)

5 special events: 

More info on www.nehap.be

A suggestion for your agendas:

EU presidency and DG Health and Consumers with the 

Indoor Air Quality Expert Group: 

‘Science-policy interface, conclusions and way forward’ 

From 2 December at 14:00 to 3 December at 16:00

http://www.nehap.be/
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Some conclusions of the Env/Health events (1)

• Is there a capacity and will at COM level to pursue the 

implementation of the SCALE strategy and develop 

further the EHAP?

• Need for a horizontal approach combining Environment 

and Health also for their interrelations.

Need for links between various topics and instruments.

Added-value when addressing them globally

• Savings and synergism by mutualisation of efforts. 

Share responsibilities among COM, MS, stakeholders.

Need to harmonise methodologies and instruments
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Some conclusions of the Env/Health events (2)

• Thematic actions would benefit from the combined 

approach of IAQ, nanomaterials, HBM and social 

vulnerabilities.

• Emerging issues need research programmes and 

science-to-policy approach

• Even for actions at regional level (water, air, … ), 

added-value of EU-level collaborative framework

• In consequence, BE Presidency asks COM to foster the 

discussions towards a second EHAP in order to define 

coordinated actions on the identified priorities
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Environment Council 20/12 Provisional Agenda

Legislative activities:

. ROHS Directive : Political agreement

. Directive CO2 emissions from Light commercial vehicles

Political Agreement?

. Biocides regulation: Political Agreement/progress 

report?

. WEEE Directive: Progress report

. Review of Directive Non Road Mobile Machinery

Progress report



SPF SANTE PUBLIQUE, SECURITE DE LA CHAINE ALIMENTAIRE ET ENVIRONNEMENT

13 Environment Council 20/12 Provisional Agenda (2)

Adoption of Council conclusions: 

. SMM/SCP: Key contribution to a resource efficient EU

. Improving Environmental Policy Instruments

. Biodiversity (Post 2010 EU Action Plan) 

Political debate:

. EU GMOs Framework

Exchange of views

. Climate Change (Follow up of COP XVI)
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14 ‘Right Science for right decisions’

„Right‟ ? Why not „sound‟?

Does it mean that a „wrong‟ science does exist!!

Robust? Independent? Academic? Integer ?

Does „Science‟ (on its own) still exist?

Nowadays it has to be „qualified‟ with adjectives, … 

which leads to a paradoxal situation:

The more „scienceS‟ we have, the more the Science is 

being challenged 

which creates a controversial and negative debate in

the media and in the minds of the public
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A simple question: how many are they?

The ‘science’ does exist!!  : 1+1+1+1+……

A simple & single answer ?

NO !!!  At least TWO!!

According to the organisers: 50.000!!

According to the police: 5.000
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Life-cycle Assessment

. Goal and Scope

. Life Cycle Inventory (LCI)
Inputs of materials, energy, chemicals and „other‟

Outputs in the form of air emissions, water emissions or solid waste

. Life Cycle Impact Assessment
This phase is aimed at evaluating the contribution to impact 
categories such as global warming, acidification,…

. Interpretation
Sensitivity analysis, uncertainty analysis
Are the ambitions from the goal and scope being met?

Independent critical review necessary, when comparisons are made
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LCA Beverage container

Glass: reusable
Glass: endlessly recyclable
Aluminium: light easily recyclable
Steel: easy to collect, endlessly recyclable
Plastic: light, reyclable
Tetrapack: light, transport-efficient, recyclable

Why this example?
. Not a single answer: depends on…..
. Scopes and results differ according to who is financing 
the study

And what about the Health aspects. Which one is safer?



SPF SANTE PUBLIQUE, SECURITE DE LA CHAINE ALIMENTAIRE ET ENVIRONNEMENT

18
From Science        to       Politics

From Risk evaluation to Risk management

From the scientific complexity

Through the proposals
of the administration

To the decisions of the politicians

http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://img94.imageshack.us/img94/3817/l1110377.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.homecinema-fr.com/forum/viewtopic.php%3Ff%3D1255%26t%3D29834989%26start%3D6690&usg=__a4Pv_KyfavbAVGltakXo6wiTGYU=&h=450&w=800&sz=148&hl=fr&start=19&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=KqpTc7e1fQ-yYM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmire%2Bniveaux%2Bnoir%2Bblanc%2Bgris%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DG%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
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Scientific advisory bodies and Politics

•Type of advice? Everything depends on the question

•It should be transparent

•Why absolutely fight for unanimity?

Minority vs Minority statement

Consensus with the necessary nuances

•Far from Black & White. All kinds of Grey/Full of colors

•The scientific body gives a scientific advice, then stops

•The risk evaluation are being given within a context

A risk assessment is not forever. It evolves, therefore the 

need for „vigilance‟/alertness



SPF SANTE PUBLIQUE, SECURITE DE LA CHAINE ALIMENTAIRE ET ENVIRONNEMENT

20
Science and Democracy (1)

•To „say the truth‟ is not a monopoly of Science

To claim that ANY policy NEEDS to have a scientific base 

to be acceptable does not do any good to Science

•UNCERTAINTY is one of the engines of Science

•Politicians should rely on scientific FACTS

but have to cope with the PERCEPTIONS of the public

•The public opinion wants CERTAINTIES
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Science and Democracy (2)

•Stakeholders: all alike? NO
Industry is the problem AND the solution

•Is Science evolving or is it Democracy?
Democracy is becoming „participatory‟

„Civil society‟ is invited at the negotiation table

•Show me an „independent‟ expert?

•The BIGGER risk for the 21st century according to the 
French Senate:
“that we loose faith in science”
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Precautionary principle/approach

•Zero risk: incompatible with economic or social life

•Uncertainty is one of the engines of Science

•“Approach” or “Principle”

•Do not take it on its own
It has to be analysed together with the
responsibility/liability legislation of the country

•To ensure a „high level of protection‟?? 
Or to balance the costs/risks with the benefits

•“The truth is always for tomorrow!! Leads to moratory,
permanent indecision, lack of innovation”

Only one reference: the Communication of the COM
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Getting towards a conclusion?

•The „challenges are there‟

•We need strong end quick innovation but not only

•We need strong policy-making but not only

•We need major change in behaviour but not only

•Who is responsible for the problems? The „bad‟ guys:
Science, Industry, Politicians, Consumers, all of us!!

•Who will bring the solutions? The „good‟ guys:
Science, Industry,… Policy-makers,.. all of us
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Conclusion

What do we need NOW?

Education, Ethics, Research,…

Balance, Respect, dialogue, Sustainable development

De-materialize, de-couple, … de-grow

A lot of (right, sound, independent) Science

But it is not enough,…
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Thank you for your attention !

Have a very fruitful meeting !

http://blog.ombrenoire.net/wp-content/uploads/2008/02/800px-smileysvg.png

