
 

 

 
 

GUIDELINES TO APPLICANTS 

1. APPLICATION & ELIGIBILITY 

Applicants should use the Project Proposal Form (Appendix 1) to submit a proposal for consideration for 

funding. Applicants are kindly requested to indicate through which channel they found out about the 

Request for Proposal (RfP). 

Proposals may be submitted by any European or non-European, for-profit or non-profit organization, 

public or private entities, such as universities, colleges, laboratories, and contract research organizations; 

units of national and local governments with the necessary laboratory facilities; and research 

cooperatives. Collaborations between research institutions are encouraged.  

LRI is committed to diversity, inclusion, and equal opportunity. All qualified candidates are encouraged to 

apply and will be considered equally. However, please note that, if awarded the project, the institute must 

be able to accept Belgian Law (or an equivalent European legal framework) in the contract. 

2. GENERAL GUIDANCE FOR PROPOSALS 

Proposals should include a detailed description of the project aim intended to investigate (i.e. a clear, 

testable hypothesis, a specific goal ); a description of the approach(es) that will be used or explored, 

including parameters to be considered and the analytical methods to be applied and; indicate the specific 

statistical methods to be used, including the pass/fail criteria.  

Proposals will be received electronically by Cefic-LRI on the specified deadline. Receipt of the electronic 

version is deemed to be in confidence. The Project Plan section must be no longer than 15 pages in length, 

not including cited literature, attachments, and appendices. All proposals must be prepared using the 

Project Proposal Form (Appendix 1). Biographies/curricula vitae of the principal investigator and including 

other key collaborators, and other submissions specified in the Project Proposal Form are not part of the 

15-page limit. The electronic copy of the proposal should be sent to lri@cefic.be and Cefic staff indicated 

in section 8 below. 

3. BUDGET 

Project costs are expected to be commensurate with project scope and should not exceed the budget 

indicated in the RfP. Proposals should include funds necessary to complete the full scope and deliverables 

including direct (staff, travel & living expenses, consumables) and indirect costs (overhead). Cefic is a non-

profit organisation and therefore indirect costs should be limited ideally to 15-20%. 

Reasonable and necessary travel and related expenses should be clearly specified and must be related to 

the project (i.e., F2F meeting needed for progress or training, workshops, or conferences). Progress 

meetings throughout the project are typically organised as web based. 

http://cefic-lri.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/LRI-Appendix-1-Project-Proposal-Form-2025.doc
http://cefic-lri.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/LRI-Appendix-1-Project-Proposal-Form-2025.doc
mailto:lri@cefic.be


 

 

 
 

The budget section should also include costs for preparing manuscripts for submission to peer-reviewed 

scientific journals and for supplying the LRI reprints and electronic version of each journal article. LRI 

prefers open access publications, and this should be considered in the costs of scientific manuscripts.  

4. REVIEW CRITERIA 

Proposals that are complete and within the framework of the RfP will be peer-reviewed for scientific merit 

by a panel of scientists with expertise appropriate to the subject of the RfP. The following criteria will be 

used by peer reviewers to evaluate proposals: 

• Scientific merit and feasibility relative to RfP; 

• Scientific relevance (relationship to other projects, relevant publications, etc.); 

• Expertise of investigator(s);  

• Quality Assurance (QA) and Good Laboratory Practices (GLP) processes, animal care/human 

subjects, and ethical considerations, as applicable; 

• Relevance to the LRI programme; 

• Proposed milestones/timelines; 

• Appropriateness of the budget/cost-effectiveness; and 

• Use of collaborators/ leveraging. 

Cefic reserves the right to allocate no funding under a published RfP. 

5. THE SELECTION COMMITTEE 

The scientific evaluation and selection of applications for funding are managed by the LRI with the support 

of  ECETOC, the European Centre for Ecotoxicology and Toxicology of Chemicals. ECETOC supports the 

evaluation and selection process by Overseeing the selection teams of industry and external experts to 

review the best research proposals in response to published RfPs and making recommendations to the 

LRI programme concerning the funding of the proposals. 

 

6. MONITORING 

After the selection procedure is completed and the winning proposals have been decided, research liaison 

teams known as the monitoring team are established to monitor the scientific quality and progress of the 

projects. The monitoring team attends research meetings and consists of the experts from the evaluation 

process with additional experts interested in the topic who are nominated by the research team.  

The Principal Investigator will be required to submit progress reports at six-monthly intervals during the 

course of the programme. At the end of the project, a detailed review of the research and its 

accomplishments will need to be provided by the Principal Investigator. The final report may be published 

on the LRI website as an output of the project along with conference references and publications.   

http://www.ecetoc.org/


 

 

 
 

Cefic’s policy is to support public release of research findings from LRI-sponsored projects. Thus, it is 

expected that results be submitted for publication in peer-reviewed scientific journals. At least one 

publication will be published in the open access literature. Investigators are encouraged to present 

preliminary findings in appropriate scientific meetings, conferences, and/or symposia.  

The project proposal submitted will be included in the research contract between Cefic and the research 

institute of the Principal Investigator. Any substantial deviations in the study need to be agreed by the 

monitoring team and approved by Cefic. 

7. CONTRACTING 

The applicant should circulate the LRI research agreement model to their corresponding legal department 

for comments prior to the final decision of Cefic in order to ensure a smooth contracting process. Projects 

are expected to begin very soon after execution of the contract. The contract is between two parties, Cefic 

and the institute of the Principal Investigator. 

Once the decision by the LRI has been reached and announced, the successful applicants are required to 

fill in Appendix 2, where they can outline the responsibilities in work packages and related expenditures 

of the project both sequentially and chronologically. 

8. INQUIRIES 

More details about the Long-range Research Initiative (LRI) Programme of the European Chemical Industry 

Council (Cefic) can be found on www.cefic-lri.org.   

E-mail address for submissions: lri@cefic.be  

Questions regarding the RfPs should be directed in writing, preferably by e-mail, to the following address: 

LRI Secretariat, lri@cefic.be.  

For specific questions related to the scientific scope of the Request for Proposals, you may contact the LRI 

Programme Manager, Dr. Katherine Santizo, at kas@cefic.be or +32 4990793010. 

9. APPLICATION DOCUMENTS (click to download) 

 

• Project Proposal Form (Appendix 1) 

• Table with responsibilities on work packages and related expenditures (Appendix 2) 

• LRI research agreement model (Contract template) 

All documents are also available to download from  www.cefic-lri.org.  

http://cefic-lri.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/LRI-Research-model-agreement_revised.doc
http://cefic-lri.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/LRI-contract-Appendix-2-responsibilities-WP-expenditures.xls
http://www.cefic-lri.org/
mailto:lri@cefic.be
mailto:lri@cefic.be
mailto:kas@cefic.be
http://cefic-lri.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/LRI-Appendix-1-Project-Proposal-Form-2025.doc
http://cefic-lri.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/LRI-contract-Appendix-2-responsibilities-WP-expenditures.xls
http://cefic-lri.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/LRI-contract-Appendix-2-responsibilities-WP-expenditures.xls
http://cefic-lri.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/LRI-Research-model-agreement_revised.doc
http://www.cefic-lri.org/

